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Decision Making in Varieties Selection for Rice Production by Farmers
in Mueang District of Kamphaeng Phet Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study () social and economic state of farmers in Mueang
Kamphaeng Phet District, Kamphaeng Phet Province; ) their area and rice production state; ;) their
knowledge of rice seeds; (4 factors affecting their decision in seed selection for their rice production;
and (s) their problems and suggestions on seed selection for their rice production extension.

The 199 samples in this study were farmers in Mueang Kamphaeng Phet District, Kamphaeng
Phet Province who were registered as a farmer who grew economic plants in 2012/2013. The data
collecting process was interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze
the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum value,
minimum value, and multi-regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the number of male studied farmers was almost
the same as the number of female studied farmers. Their average age was 48.29 years. They were
educated at primary level. All of them were a member of a farmer group and they received agricultural
information from agricultural extension officers. The average number of their family members was
3.97 persons, while the average number of their family labor was 2.33 persons. Their average area used
for rice farming was 31.36 Rai. Their average income obtaining from rice farming was 280,320 Baht,
while their average expenditure spending in rice farming was 185,150 Baht. They used their own
capital and loan from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative. 2) the purpose of most of
the studied farmers in rice farming were to consume and to sell their rice production. Their favorite rice
type for consuming was general white rice. They had done both wet season rice farming and dry season
rice farming. They grew their rice by broadcasting rice seeds onto the plain low-land where water could
be drained well and the soil was sticky clay. Their water supply for rice farming was irrigated from
natural water sources. All of them grew rice by using rice seeds supplied by the Rice Seed Centers. The
average of their rice production was 771.21 Kg/Rai. And the average rate of their rice seed usage was
24.51 Kg/Rai. (3 the studied farmers had knowledge of rice seeds, seed selection, and variety storing at
a little level. () factors affecting their rice variety selection for their rice production at much level were
being able to be sold at high price, resistance to rice pests and the climate changing, giving high
production, being suitable with their field, the economic results receiving in the previous year, rice
seeds being able to be stored to be used the next year, and being a favorite rice type in the market. And
(s)the studied farmers generally had problems with their rice seed selection for their rice production at a
little level, and they suggested that they should have been transferred knowledge of rice seeds
continuously for agricultural extension, and the agricultural extension officers should have followed up
their technology transfer continuously as well.

Keywords: Decision in rice variety selection, Rice production, Mueang District,
Kamphaeng Phet Province
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